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READER 


Chriſtian Reader, 


Here is nothing, more perplexeth 4 Believer in his 
race of Godlinefs, than to meas with, & be engaged in 
ſuch difficultyes 45 he allotted not upon: Thi that 
promiſed themſelves a fair, & eaſy way in the ſervice 
of Chriſt, when perſeentions ariſe, anen they are din Him: 
Our Saviour therefore adviſeth every mas t wndertake to 
be a Chriſtian, firſt to fit down, & count the Caſh, The enſuing 
Diſcourſe will acquaint you with one of the hard Leſſons of Religi - 
op; andzell you what you may rationally propeund 16 your ſelves, 
4 likely ro meet withall between this, & glory: Nov is this todiſ- 
courage, and make youtorepent, 4s of an hard bargain, ( for «n 
Eternal weight of glory, will more thaw compenſate alf the tribs- 
lations you can go through, in the way t@ it ) but to call you to pre- 
paration: that the newnefs of it may nas amuſe youz nox the great- 
neſs of it affright you. How ſcaſonable foch 4 word s, let the 
Times ſpeake. 1f what # here ſpoken may in any weſe bely Jour 
Faith, it ſhall not be labour loſt, which that it mays 1 commend 
it, &f you tothe Grace of God, who am G 
your ſervant for Chriſt, 


SAMuEL WILLARD. 
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I Pet, IV. *IT. 


Belrved. think it not ftrange concerning RY 
» Fiery Tryal, which 1s:10:try you, as though 
ſome jt: ange thing hapned'to 308, 


His Epiſtle ( 2s is to be ſten by the Title or Inſcrip- 
- tionof it) was direQed to Chriſtians diſperſed 


and ſcattered up and down the World; Whe- % 

- ther they were the remainder of the Fabyloniſh 
Captivity, who returned not with their Brethiren into Index ; 
or the diſperſion occafioned by the cruelty of Antioches, in. 
the dayes of the Machabees, of which the Apo Fa, Heb. 
It-17.358&c.or thoſe that fled in the Perſe raiſed ſoon 
after the death of Stephen : recorded AtF. 8. beginning ( to 
each of which Interpreters do differently incline) I deter- 
mine not. Bur they were ſuch as Jaboured under the exer- 
cite of manifold afflieFions, as appears from Chap 1. v.6. now; 
Ec. you are in heavineſs through many Temptations. For their 
reliet and encouragement our Apoſtle doth in every Chapter 
commix ſome conſolarory ana wholſome adviſe to ſtreng- 
then and animate them 10-patience, and help their perteiting: 
and inthe l3tter part of this Chapter, beginning at this 1286, 
verſe, he more particularly counſels, and quickens them abour 
this matter. 

Thele words are introduRory to the diſcourſe, and taken by 
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"4a Theory Try, 
themſciyes ( and we need not at preſent look further) do con- 
tain an Exhorration or Direction, how to gnjergainthe great 
Tryals that were like 10 come upon thew x or rarher a cave 
tion and negative injunction, or a prohibition, reſpcRing the 
obſervation they ſhould make of, and inference they might 
draw from thoſe troubles. In the words obſer 
I. The Compellation, Beloved: The affliftions of the 
Saints ſhould nor alicnate qur afie@ions from them, or render 
them any whit leſs amiable in our eyes: there is no reaſon 
Qur love hopld abaicy or hearts grow ſtrange to the 
I becauſe they are perſecuted and hatred by the 
orld.. Jeſus Chijft loves them, and dectares then. bleſ- 
ſed, Mat.5.19, 2nd iF4bey. arc beloyed. by Chriſt, they de- 
ſerve it of us, if we would be like him : "nay their (ufferings 
-arofor Chriſt, and on that ſcore ought they tobe dear tous, 
as they ſtand up for his honour : nay and they are for the 
Church of Chrif ro@,c04-1.24. we have our thare in the 
benefit, which chaltengerh for the m a ſhace in aux love, 
2, The ſ@bjeRt mater-abour which the Exhortation is gi- 
; ven, 63. the Fiery Tryal : the word ( 214% )(ignifics burn- 
19%, and fo itis Tranflazed, Rev. 1$.9. Thus alſo fome render 
it here. It.defignsthe more (harp and ſevere exerciſes of af- 
fliiQtion, ae occationed by the violent oppreſſion and 
rſecution. of Enemics, which are frequently in Scripture 
hraſeexprefied by the Metaphor of Fire, from the manitold 
reſemblance which is between chem : ir is here tranſlated Fie- 
ry Tryal, reſpeRing the end which God looks at in ordering 
jero befal. his people, and that is further expreſſed and ampli- 
fied in the deſcription z which is to try you; the Greek is, which 
befals you for « temptation or tryal, imtimaring to us the great 
defignof Godin all, even the ſevereſt Aflictions which his 
Children ſuffer; nor is it a vain Tautologie, but a needful 
amplification z fleſh and blood being yery ready to count of it 
as rather ro deſtroy, then to proye their Faith. | 


3. The Exhorcation ir ſelf i Think it not ſtrange, the word 
| is 


| ud Srange thing: TI"Y 
is, de ye nothike to Gheſts or Strangerse, and it is uſed for 
thoſe which are troubled with admiration at ſome new and 
ſtrange thing. The Apoſtle therefore expounds himſelf at 
the latter end of the verſe : 4s if ſome firenge thing had hap+ 
wed nn'o you. 

2. Or, as if 4 ranger came toyou + ſo ſome read it: and 
his meaning is, that they ſhould not entertain it as a thing 
which they had no-cxpeQation of, and were thereupon mo- 
yed with wonder and ſurprize at the coming of it, 

I hall not here endeavour to expres all rhar might uſefully 
bc obſerved from the words, but among many Truths that 
might hence be treated of,, make chaice of that comprehen- 
five one, for our preſent mediration- 17, 


DoR. 7t becomes not the prople of God to lovk won the fiery 
tryal which befals the Church "4 Chriſt in the a 4 La 
thing. We may take up the Explication is three things : 
1. What is mcant by fiery tryals # 3. What iis to count 
them ſtrange + 3, The ground of the Dorine. 

1. What is meant by fiery Tryals? _ 

A. Tryals in propriety of ſpecch, are ſuch experiments 2$ 
are made, for the finding out of the nature, qualuics, and 
operation of things, when they are applied, ingur ſpeccty, tq 
rational agents, they then.inicnd, either in Eſlay or Endea- 
your to draw, and by Arguments to periwade men to any 
thing which we have a'delign ro make uſe of thernin, and (0 
they.are called temprations, and in which. ſence mainly, the 
Devil is called the Tempter, becauſe he uſeth al} endeavours 
. to inſinuare into, and:gain mento follow his ſuggeſtions : or 
clſc a proof which we are minded to make of rhe fidelity, 
fincerity, and conſtancy whiclr is in- a perfon,, that we may 
know him the better, and ſo they are more peculiarly called 
Tryals : inthis (ence it is fatd,, A wiſe manwill try before he 
will rruſt; thus God put Abrehams faith and obedience to the 


al, Gen. 22. beginnine. 
Me oa AfAM:tiorg 


AfiRionsin Saripture language often barthe'name of try-/ 
als; beeauſe by them proof is made of Proteffors;and men are 
tried fo 45 to be diſcovered, oftentimes,- whithcr they be in-\ 
deed fincere or hypocritical x and indeeditis one of the beſt 
evidences we can have of mens integrity,'when theſe drive. 
them not From, but eſtabliſh them in their vrofelſion i 

When the Epithere Fiery, is added-to tryals, it ſerves to, 
denote ſuch 2MiRionsas are the moſt ſharp and ſevere, and 
do the moſt of all puta Chriſtians conſtancy to the teſt: and 
among'theſe, the Apoſtle (as by our Comext is manifeſt ) 

- doth her&imeend; fuchas are occaſioned by perſecutionz thoſe! 
- rhings which the people of God are called to ſuffer indefenſe: 
of the Goſpel, againſt the cruelty of raging Encmics; -of; 
which ſort are impriſonments, ſtripes, revilings> exile, con- 
fſcacion ofadods, and the like: theſe'are called fiery, meta- 
am ecauſcfuch is the pain, grief, and trouble which: 
theyputthe midd of nan to, and ſometimes his bo'ly alſo, as 
renderthem exceeding difficulr ro bear; and becauſe as fire 
they ſerye to purge and cleanſe them from many pollutions: 
ea, and ſometimes they are ſo termed Properly, becauſc rhe 
pctfecinoivor the Church, do ofteri proſecute the true prc- 


clors of Chriſt with* Firetagd 'Fagor: and they are 
called Try _ ( whiarſoever. the Inſtruments of them 
aim at in exeWting them vpon thEpeople' of God they are 


Ccligned by God himſclt, who is the Soveraign and Su- 
pream diſpoſer of all things, to be probationary, and uſed as 
a Refiners fire to purge out the drofs,and not to waſt the good - 
mettal which is caſt into it, Mal.3. 35 L 
* 2. What it is ro count them ſtrange ? _ + 

« 4, Welook upon ſuch things to be ſtrange, which are, 

, 1. Things unuſual, and with which we have no.acquaini 
Yance : ſuch things as rarely happen, as ſcarce come 'onre in 
an age, are eſteemed to be ſtrange things : a man whom we 
never or (cldome ſaw before,-and with whom .ve have not 
taken vp ary familiarity or friendſhip, is uſually counted -or 
| calle 


no Frange thing. % 

called a ſtranger : -familiarity and ſtrangeneſs are ogpoſed 
each to other : ſothatthen we countthe fiery tryal a ſtrange. 
thing, when we look upon it as athing unuſual, a thing not. 
wont to befal the people of God, a rare thing , ſothe phraſe 
is uſed, Luk.5.26. we have ſeen ftrange things today ; (uch. 
as ages have not produced the like. | = 

2+ Things unexpected; ſuch as come upon us at unawages; 
which we did not ſo much as dream of z it never entred into 
our thoughts to look for, and apprehend any the leaſt proba- 
bility or likelihood of ſuch events. Thoſe things which we 
do expe, they are not ſtrange to us when they come,. and 
that becauſe we were in our expeRance familiarized with 
them bur when they come ſuddenly , they ſurprize us: 
when we expected and promiſed our ſelves to live at caſe, 
and not to be moleſted, and now trouble. comes, we are a- 
muſed': and thus ſtrangeneſs is oppoſed to expeance, fo it 
is uſcd 70h. 33.3. 4 range puniſhment tothe workers of iniquity, 
5.8. ſuch as they were ſecure in their thoughts againſt, and 
fiezed on them unlooked for. | 

3. Things whereof we cannot give a reaſon: the cauſe of 
them is hidden from our cognizance, and we underſtand not 
eicher whence they come, or what they come foxz ſtrange 
and admirable are ſometimes uſed iynonimically, ſo the 
word is uſed, 1 Pet. 4.4. They think it ftrange that you run not, 
&c. 4. e. they wonder at it,and think there is no reaſon for it: 
now admiration is a ſuſpenfion of the underſtanding, when 
we ſce aneffeR, and are notable ro dive into the cauie of it: 
when we ſee that a thing is, and then fir down and conſider 
either whence, or why it is, and cannot (atisfie our ſelves a- 
bout it, we then wonder, and place it among the number of 
ſtrange things: and ſuch an Opinion had the Pſalmiſt con- 
ceived of the fiery tryal, Pſal. 73.16. When 7 thought this. i. e. 
thereaſon of thele ———_—_—_— forementioned, if was #80 
painful for me 3 his underſtanding was not able to bear the 
diſquiſition. E, 
B 4 We. 
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6 The Fiery Treat 

3. We ſhew that we look at things as Ntrange, when we- 
carry it to them as unto ſtrangers zand that is in two things 
principally ; 

1. When we ſuſpe&them to come for no good to us, but 
rather for miſchief: Jealouſte is a frame or diſpoſition, 

wherewith we do frequently entertain ſtrangers: it is yery: 
natural, and therefore uſual for us to think of ſuch, that they 

have ſome evil deſign upon us z which jealouſic occafions us 

to keep a critical eye upon them,and warily to watch all their 

words and ations, yeatheir very looks and geſtires; and 

let them pretend to never ſo much friendſhip, yet we are hard: 
of belief, thus Hanun ſuſpeted Davids Servants : thus 7acob- 
looked upon his Affictions, when he concluded Theſe things 

are again} me, Gen- 42. 36. and 70b- when he uttered that 
' complaint, Job 19.11. He hath alſs-kindled his wrath againſt me, . 
and ht counteth me to hims as one of bis enemies. 

2. Whenthey are a burden and weariſomeneſsto-us; and 
we had rather have their room than their company :-and this. 
is a fruit gf the former z for when we expe& no-good by - 
them, bift ſuſpe& ſome defign of evil upon us from them, it 
makes their preſence a burden and grief to us ;- and this puts - 
us upon it todefire, and eagerly long for their departure, and - 
if they tarry long we are quite tired out with them,and would : 
ulc any courſe to be rid of them, they arc ſuch unwelcome 
gueſts to us : thus did HeYechiah Tai. 33, 3. 7'rechoned till * 
morning, that as a Lion he will break all my bones : from day eve 
z0 night wilt thou make an end of me. 

3- Forthe ground of the Doftrine » or why-it becomes - 
not the people of God thus to eſteem of the fiery tryaly this - 
is evident upon a double account :. For ſo to think:is both in - 
ir ſelf unreaſonable, and alſo prejudicial to the people of 
God. 

x. It is a concluſion very unreaſonable; there is no juft rea- 
ſon to be rendred for ſuch a thought : if we will ponder eve- 
ry circumRiance, we ſhall ſceir gyident thatitis nopa firange 
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thingiin - ſelf, and muſt therefore, be. irrationally ſo judged 
us3 For, rr; | : 
| & It isno unuſual thing, but very frequent: we have the 
Saints of all ages for examples there is a whole cloud of 
witneſſes teftifying to this truth: ever fince righteous 4bet 
loſt his life for Chriſt, rothis ur gee hath been 'in all a- 
es-almoſt more or leſs of the fiery tryal upon Gods Chil- 
ren: it was thus with 7þd.in Egypt, who were made to 
ſerve in hard labour, and in cruel bondage, and arc therefore 
repreſented as a buſh on fire an not conſumed : yea their 
whole paſſage through the Wilderneſs, what was it, but a 
going through fire and water.” Sothe Pſalmiſt expreſſerh ir, 
Pſal.&6.12. we went through fire, and throngh water, And 
belides the fires kindled upon the Church, particular Saints 
have their fires alſoto try them : ſore and ſharp affli&ions, 
this is Davids complaint in reſpe of himſelf, Pſal.57.4- My 
foul is among lions, and 1 lie even among them that are ſet on fire. 
Nay God ſpeaks of his Church as a place where he conſtant- 
ly keeps a furnace for their tryal z hence he makes ir a para- 
= upon his name, or one attribute whereby he may be 
nown by us, 1ſat 41.9. the Loyd, whoſe fire is in Zion, and his 
furnace in Feraſalem. 

2. Ir cannot rationally be looked upon 2s an unexpected 
thing. This will appar (if laying ide all other grounds 
of it ) we only conftder that God hath forewarned his peo- 
ple of it, and rold them that it ſhall be : for cither we muſt 
think that he (peaks not as he inrends, and ſo would deceive 
us with vain fears, or elſe that he is ignorant of it, and ſo we 
mult deny his ſupream providence in all theſe events, or elſe 
we muſt take his prediQtions for evidence of the futurity ef 
it: the Scripture frequently puts us in mind of, and counſels 
us to prepare for [uch rimes : it declares it not only asa thing 
poſhble, which yet ſhould prevent our ſecurity ; or probable, 
which yet will put a wiſe man upon expeRation z bur future, 
or athing which muſt be, ir _ one of the laſt — 
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which our S4yiour Chriſt gave to his Diſciples, and with 
which he cloleth up his laſt Sermon tothem, juſt before he 
was taken from them, Foh. 16. alt. 1» this world ye ſhall have 
tribulation. The Apoſtles of. Chriſt looked upon it asa ne- 
ceſſary Dodrine to be taught all the people of God, and 
were therefore careful to inſtru them, jn it in all places 
where they came, As 14:21,22. That we muſt through much 
tribulation enter into the kingdome of God, Paxl aiccrtcins 
Timothy, that it is a Catholick verity, a thing to. be expeRed 
by all, 35 being equally extenſive to a godly life, 2 Tis. 3-12 
1:4 and all that will live godly in Chrift Feſus muſt ſuffer per ſe- 
cation. S0o.that not to expcR it, is an implicite denyal, at 
leaſt calling in queſtion of the truth of the Goſpel. 

3* Neither is the reaſon of it abſtruſe or difficult, but if we 
look into all the cauſes of it,we may diſcern ſufficient ground 
for it;. For, 

r..If we conſider the principal agent in it, who is God, 
( for it,is his ſovercign. providence, which determineth and 
diſpoſeth of all the changes which come over his people ) 
it follows from his infinite wiſdome, goodneſs, and love to 
his Children, fo far is it from contradiQting any of. theſe, 
{whatever prejudices the carnal reaſonings of our dark un- 
der ſtandings may take up) as will appear, if we conſider. 
the uſe and improycment which he makes of it: our Text 
informs us, that ir is to try them, in which tryal (like a ref&+ 
ner ) he makes his.own,pcople more fic for the uſe.and ſervice 
of their Lord and Maſter. For, 

1, By it he burns ofthe dirt that clave to them: Mettal when 
it is firſt taken out in. Ore from the Mineral, hath much of 
heterogeneous matter { dirt andfilth) cleaving to it, and that 
the fire burns of: ſo do theſe fiery tryals that come upon. the 
Church, they make ir too hot for nominal profeſſors to abide 
by.it 52s cloſe as they ſeemed to cleave tothe people of God 
in.a ſeeming Profeſſion before, now they myſt fall off; the 
ſtony.ground #s offended when tribulation and perſecution ari- 
ſeh, Mat. 13.34, Hypoctites cannot long abide the fi:ry == | 
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but when it grows hot upon them, they relinquiſh their Reli- 
gion, and comply with the World, to avoid trouble, 

2. By this alſo he ſeparates the droſs from the good met- 
tal: when the dirt is removed away the mettal indeed looks 
brighter, and makes a fairer ſhew, but yer there is a great deal 
of. droſs and dregs in it, which render it leſs precious, and 
more unſeryiceable, but the gre melts that our, ſcparares it, 
and leaves the reſt by far more pure : there may poſſibly be 
abundantly leſs of ir, but that which is, is of a great deal more 
valuez. the people of God themſelves haye much of drofs 
and corruption .cleaving to them and that eſpecially in 
times of outward peace and proſperity, but when God bri 
afcry tryal upon them, it refiges and purgeth them : this is 
the very deſign of God in theſe diſpenſations, 1ſt. 27.9: By 
this ſhall the iniquity of Facob 'be purged, and all the fruit is to 
take __ ſin. Andchap.1.25. 1 will turn my hand upon thee, . 
and pwrely purge away thy droſs, and take away thy tin. 

3+ Yca, and by this too, he melts down the good mettal : 
the fire prepares and &:s the mertal- by melting to take any 
form, to be caſt into any mold which the Founder defigns : 
by ſore afflitions the people of God are made more humble, 
and made pliable to any Command of God : they are fome- 
times ſtiffe and inflexible in dayes of proſperity, but now they 
ſubjeR rhemſelues to the framing hand of God, and are rea- 
dy to recciue his ſtamp and imprefſion, Zech. 13. 9. will re- 

fine them as ſilver, 8c. and what then + why now they ſhall call 
ox my name, and ſhall ſay the Lord is my God. 

2. If we conſider the procuring cauſe of-it, and that is the ſin 
and provocation of his people. Sometimes indeed God ſends 
it meerly as probationary, ſo he did to 7ob, but uſually there 
is ſomething on our = putting ſome ſort of neceſſity upon 
God toproceee in this way with us: rhe Church of God 
here hath its converſe in an evil World, where, by reaſon 
of the remainders of indwelling corruption, apt to take the 
inf«Qion of many temprations, they are contraQting a great 
deal' of filth and pollution, ſo that their neceſſity 
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ſeemeth to call for any tryal, to burn off their cords of ya- 
nity, to purge and purifie them from theſe corruptions. They 
that are acquainted with their own hearts, and know how 
much they have diſhonoured God in dayes of peace, quier, 
and liberty, will eaſily judge and acknowledge that ir is nor 
without very juſt ground, and good reaſon that he often 
brings trouble and perſecution upon them. The Propher 
therefore pleads it with the people of God, Jer.3 17. Haſt 
thou not procured this unto thy ſelf 1 8:4.18. Thy way and thy 
diings. have procured theſe things unta thee. 
3+ If we look upon thoſe that are the inſtrumental cauſes 
of "it, which arc Satan and wicked men, neither herein will it 
appear wonderful z cither, | 
1, Thar they are ready and forward to afflit and perſecute 
the people of God: he muſt needs be ſtrangely unacquaint- 
ed with their native malice, that thinks it is a ſtrange thing : 
ir hath been atruch from the beginning, that the World ever 
hated the Church : they hated Chriſt firft, and thence it is no 
-wonder if they hate his people roo + our Saviour Chriſt to 
ſhew what entertainment his Diſciples are to expe in the 
World, compares his people to Sheep among Wolves, Mat. 
10. 16 Behold 1 ſend you forth as ſheep in the midſt of Wolves, 
Andrhe Wolt lecks no other qu.:rrel againft the theep, but 
that he is a ſheep, and if he can, wiil devour him, righr or 
wrong : to be a (eryant of Jeius Chriſt, a ſincere P: ofeffor 
of the Goſpel, is cnough to ſti; up te hate and malice of rhe” 
World: Cains Sejus bonus hymo, ſed - hritianss, if thy can in 
no other point charge them, yer this yery name renders them 
odious : its charge cnough it they can charge them in the 
matters of their God: and we may as well wonder, why Ser- 
pents hate men, a5 why the old Serpents ſeed hate the ſeed of 
the Woman. nor, 
2. That God uſeth them as inſtruments, neither is this any 
wonder, fince they are the fitteſt materials to make his rods 


of : theſe are rods which will ſmart moſt : their hatred m _ 
| Rs: them 


nm flrange thing: — = 
them moſt 'readyto affl:& and chaftiſe the-Church withal : it 
is rrue, if rhey were principal agents, and left to a@their own 
pleaſure they were very unfit, for they think only of the ruine 
and deſolation, but nor of the tryal and reformation of the 
People of God; bur as inſtruments in the hand of God, they 
will make it ſmart, but cannot do any hurt : agen, they are 
thereinthe fitteſt to make rods of, that when God hath done 
wich them, and chaſtened his People by them, they may be 
thrown into the fire : yea in this reſpe& God makes eminent 
diſcovery of his infinite wiſdome in the choice of [nſtru- 
ments, becauſe.in this way he takes an advantage to prove the 
reality of his love to his people, then when he is moſt angry 
with them. It is therefore worthy our diligent obſervation, 
that though God be never ſo angry with his people, and cauſe 
his wrath to burn never ſo high againſt them, yet then he fo 
loyes them, that he will be avenged on the very Inſtruments 
of his diſpleaſure upon them, and therefore makes choice of - 
his, and his Churches Enemies to puniſh- them withal : why 
doth God call Babylon to come dowy and ſit in the duſt? Iſai. 
57-1. we haye the reaſon rendred in vey. 6; 1 was wrath with- 
my people, and gave them into thy hand, and thou haſt ſhewn 
them no mercy. Though Babylon did no more then what 
God both intended and threatned : : there cannot be a more. 
manifeſt token of men hated by God, and appointed to de- 
ſtruion,then to be raiſed upto be perſecutors and oppreſſors - 
of the Church and People of God, whatever their iniqui- 
tics and proyocations may Raye been. 

4- If ws conſider the end of theſe firry tryals, and that 
ariſeti from the improvement which God,who is the prime a- 
gent in them, makes thercof, andir is to be diſcovered and 
obſerved by us in the operation ; -the ſubſtance of ir is, it is 
to wake his people more humble, more holy, more ſervice- 
able tothe glory of his own great Name, more proficable in - 
the generation, and better fi:ted and prepared for the King- 
dome of glory, Moſes ſumms vp all briefly, Devt.8.16. ha here 

aying 
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having given an account of the difficulties, and fiery tryals. 


which 1ſrael met with in the Wilderneſs, he certifies them 
that the deſign of all theſe was only this, that he might humble 
thee, and that he might prove thee,to do thee good in thy latter 
end, * 

2. Itis prejudicial to the People of God: for them to 
place ſuch an account upon the fiery tryal is much to their 
diſadyantage : for thar, 

x. Ittempts us ro rob God of that glory which is his due, 
and we ought togive him in the fires: God expeRs to be 
glorified by his people, but whiles we look with amazement, 
and theſe things aſtoniſh us,, we are more ready to diſhonour 
him, by calling his wiſdome, loye, goodneſs, truth, &c. into 
queſtion, if we count the fiery tryal ſtrange, we ſhall anſwer- 
ably have ſtrange. thoughts of God, and hard thoughts of 
Religion, ſo he, Pſal.93.1 3. & 97.8,9, 

2. It will wonderfully weaken our Faith in God, our truſt 
and reliance on his promiſes, it confounds fairh when a ſoul 
knows not what to make of things: while Fonab is amazed, 
he begins ro draw up a concluſion of deſperation, then 1 ſaid 
1 am caft ont of thy ſight, Jon. 2.4 F:irh muſt have its evidence, 
Heb. 11.1. which is loſt intheſe cranſports. 

3 Irwill ll the ſoul full of jealoufics and ſtrange ſuſpi- 
tions, ready to ſay of every croſs and trouble, this is certain» 
ly againſt me : he will take all for Enemies, and think God 
{o too, and ſay as he, thos ſetteſt me for rhine enemie. | 

4. It will makethe tryal by theſe means far more grievous 
and hard to bear, it will fret and vex the Soul, raiſe diſqui- 
etments and diſcontents ; we ſhall behave our ſelyes like E- 
phraim, as 4 bullock wnaccuſtomed to the yoke, Jer. 31. 28, here is 
the yery reaſon of all che unruly carriages of the. people of 
Sod ar any time under their afl;Qions, becauſe they have 
not a right apprehenſion and opinion of them. 

5- And from all theſe, we render our ſelves exceeding 


uncapable of receiying Counſel, or Comfort : it God fend 
| 9k | us 


us ſtrange. thing. Iz 
us adyiſc, we cannot hear it, if conſolatian, we cannot re- 
ceive it : thus we read, Exed.&.g. Moſes ſpeke wnto the Chil» - 
dren of 1ſrael, but they hearkened not unto Moſes, for anguiſh of 
ſpirit, and for cruel bondage. Now all theſe things damvifie 
us,& ſo j r:vent that good which otherwiſe we might derive 
x0 our ſelves from theſe exerciſes, how ſharp ſocyer. 


Uſe. To wave other things, let me apply this truth for the 
helping of our faith unto a ſuirable improvement of the 
fiery tryal which any of the people of God are at this day 
labouring under ; and which we our felyes alſo have weighty 
reaſons to live in the continual cxpeRtation of z that ſo we 
may not ſo think of it, or entertain it as a ſtrange ng and 
to that end that we may have a right judgement, and (oul ſa- 
tisfying apprehenſion of it, ler us diligently and prudently 
compare the works of Gods providence, with thoſe intima- 
tions which are givenus in his word, and it will afford us 2 
true and a full diſcoyery of the true meaning of theſe things, 
and that in both reſpe&s. 

1. Ir ny ſatisfic us in regard of that ſore perſecution 
which is at this day upon diycrs of the Proteſtant Churches 
abroad: we hear of many ſad and forrowful cal:mities 
which by the malice of Satan, and rage of men, are brought 
upon that cauſe, and are ready to fir down as men amuled, 
wondering why this is, and wherefore God ſuffers it, how Je- 
{us Chriſt can bearit : let me aſſure you,it is not becauſe God 
doth not own and approye of that cauſe ir is his own, he 
hath born, and will bear witneſs to ir it is the cauſe which 
ſhall ſtand when all other ſhall come tumbling down into 
ruine: nor is it becauſe God hath caſt off his people whom 
he hath choſen , for his love to his Saints is unchangeable, 
inviolable : nor is itbecauſe he approves of, or takes delight 
inthe contrary prevailing intereſt, though they indeed make 
their boaſt of their facets, and prerend the offering up the 
liberties and lives of Gods people, to be a ſacrifice of thanks» 
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giving therefore z,nq z Gods curſe is on then and their cauſe, 
and in. due time- their foot ſhall flide, Ir is theo none of 
heſe 5 Bur, | 

1+ The Scripture tells us of a time wherein Saran is to be 
let looſe, in which he will rage extreamly againſtthe Charch, 
Rev. 12.12. and theſe are ſome of thoſe dayes wherein theſe 
things are to have. their accompliſhment, as relating to the 
p«:{ecaions which Antichriſt was to raiſe and continue a- 
g2inſt the Saints of: the moſt: High, Iris true that the rage 
and malice of Satan and his Inſtruments are alwaycs eagerly 
bent to ruine the, Church yer are they tyed up: by: the So- 
vercign Almighty. Power of God, who fiflerh the: noiſe of the 
ſeas, 8nd the tumults of the people z; yer if: he pleate. to give 
them leave, and lengthen their chain of reſtraint; as he: did in 
Fobs caſe, they will yentirto the utmaſt' of their: adyantage 
and opportunity it is a certain truth, that Satan-and his A- 
gents have no other ſtint or bounds of their malice: then the 
Imits of divine permiſſion, they ever do as muctvas they can, 
& that they do no more is becauſe God hath an hook in their 
noſthrils z now.God doth ſometimes, for ends infinitely wiſe, 
give them leaye to go a great deal, and yent abundance of 
their ſpleen againſt his People. . 

2. God wills tha: ar. ſometimes the truth be ſcaled to by - 
the ſufferings of his own people, as well as owned by their 
Prof:1i>n, thar he nay make the fulfilling of that truth gla- 
riquſly reſplendent, Mat. 16.18, The gates of Hell fball not pre« 
wail-azainſt it- The truth of che Goſpel is neyer: more: hq- 
nourcd in the World, rhen by faith and patience of.ſufcrin 
Saints 4 they then glo1;fi God, and his name is magni: d, 

cn his honour,.and the proteſſizn of his name,: and: vindj- 
Cation of -his truth is more dear-and precious tq them then 
their own lives, and they can readily (acrifize chem, in the dee - 
-fende of- it = hereby their faith appears in is vigous, agd. it is 
Aber how:powerful the (pirir of G3d in themis-: rhe. tryal of 
they faich'is a. moſt precigus things bercer then that of. po ny 
: ; 1, oF | rPe .- 
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1 P&f«1.%,7. and herein the excellency of divine love makes 
itſelf eminent, in that many waters cannot quench it. 

- 3+ Iris certain that the Proteſtant Churches abroad in the 
Woarld have giyen God a greatdeal of provocation, by ma» 
nifold enormutics and ſcandals that hayc diſcoycred them- 
ſelycs ſbamefully amongft them. 1f the judgement of thoſe 
be right, who conjeRure the ſeven Churches in 4ſi, to 
whom John wrote, Rev.2,8 3. do ſtand for an emblem of 
the uarious eſtate of the Church to the Worlds end, they 
ſeem now io theſe dayes to be fallen under the laft and' wor 
paettrn, lukewarm Laodices : it is tootrue and manifeſt, that 
there is bur a lictle true zzal ſtirring for the glory of God; 
though there be abundance of formality : there is but a very 
little of the power of godlineſsto be ſeen, but a great many 
wickedneſſes growing and abounding : ſuch prophanationof 
Gogs holy Sabbarhs, that.in many j Fe they are difowhed, 
and rhe morality of the fourth Commandment not only cal- 
kd into dilpute, but wholly renounced ; abundance of cove- 
trouſne(s, uncleanneſs,prophaneſs,and many other proyokin 
fins, ſuch as an holy God, will not, cannot bear in a te 
that arc called by his name : they therefore ſtood in necd of a 
fiery tryal ro purge and refine them : they have gathered a- 
bundance of dirt and droſs, and iris not a ſmall fire that will 
burn it off, and melt it out : and therefore at ſuch times God 
is wont '0 ſet up his furnace, and provide hot.coals for it, 
cruel and bloody inſtruments, to exccute his juſt diſpleaſure 
upon his own people by : thus he threatens 7ſ-ael in caſe -6f 
Apoſtalic, Deut.28.49,50. The Lord ſhall bring upon thee a ng- 
tion, Oc. 4 nation 4 fieree countenance, which ſhall nos reg 
zhe perſon of the old, and ew favour to the young. 

.- 4+ There is atime of reformation expeRed, and waited for 
by the people of God, and it is hoped not tobe far of; and 
this is the very way in which God hath purpofed to bring it 
abaut :, when the Lord ſpeaks of the. happy reformation of 
the people of ghe Jews, re pooyonnts fuch a merhod as this 
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todoit in, Zech.13.8,9. two parts therein ſhall cut off, and a6, 
and the third part ſhall be left therein, and 1 will bring the third 
part throught he fire, &c. Gods work of reformation, as ir is 
a glorious, ſo alſo it is a terrible work, a work which bur a 
few will be able to endure : it is very prebable that two thirds 
when they come near the fire, and begin ro feel it ſcorchwill 
not bear it, but ſeek 3o avoid it : and thus we hear of many 
thouſands in France that are daily renouncing the Proteſtant 
cauſe, and coming over to Popery, through fear and cowar- 
dize : and the other third part they muſt paſs through the 
firc thar they may be reformed,tharwhen they are try:d,they 
may come forth as Gold : andis there any ſtrange thing in 
all this ? hence therefore, that we may be ſertled and not tha- 
ken, let us carefully build upon:theſe conclufions. | 

1. Thatthe fiery tryal is intended only to try the Saints. 

it is not brought to deſtroy them, bur only to refine and puri- 

fie them: were believers thoroughly perſwaded of wha! God 
meaneth, by theſe things, they wonld not be (o liable to thoſe 
frights and amazements which diſtract and diſturb them: our 
Text fortifies this concluſion,reftraining them to this proper 
end and purpoſe, | ? 

2. That God overrules all inſtruments :- yea, though, as. 
they are rational agents, and cauſes by counfcl of their own 
ations, they. defign nothing but miſchief, yer he will uſe 
them as meer inſtruments in his hand, not to gain their own 

oj: &ed ends, but his, which they neither know nor defign- 
they thall bur do his pleaſure, and northeir own, 1ſai.10 7. 4h - 
Aſhrian | the rod of my anger :- what cana rod do without an 
hand to manage it ? no more can thiey but as God improves 
them : we look :oo much on men, and think their power is 
great, and rage implacable, and now what are we not to cX- 
co ſuffer 2 but remember, their wrath ſhall but ſerye to 

praiſe God, and the remainder he will reſtrain. 
3. That Gods people, though mmthe furnace, are; yet very 
precious to him z yeathar he chulerh them. in the _— 
rack 


-_—_ - . 


> ww  - — - . 


S 


fitin MiAion i ohen tewpredro fay, My Cadbath forge 
Itfattin r0n is often tempred to ſay, th- forgot- 
few mes; bur God aſſures us that it is Ro hervile } « 
then as tender.to him as the fucking child is to the pitiful Mc» 
ther :: you ſce how God thus expoſtulates the caſe with Zion 
inthis regard, 1ſai.49-14,15,16, 

4+ That the fiery tryal ſhall not be alwayes, but only for 
the appoiored.time, until it hath wrought out Gods gracious 
ends, and then deliverance ſhall come : God will not ſuffer 
the rod of the wicked to be alwayes in the lot of the righte- 
ous, he knows that if he ſhould, the ſpirit which he hath given 
us, would fail and faint z he hath therefore promiſed that he 
will not contend for ever, nor-be alwayes wroth, 1ſai,g7-1y. 

g- That during all that ſeaſon. wherein his people are in 
the furnace, he firs by and tends it. He fits as 4 Refiver, Mal. 
g- 3+ ficring notes a fixed poſture; intimating that God doth 
not only comenow and then, ,and- occaſionally, take notice 
how the fl:c burns, and mettal melts, having mean while 0- 
ther things to divertand divide his care.z but that he. makes 
it his work and buſineſs to tend it, and therefore tarries con- 
ftantly by itz. he throws in every coal with his own hand,and 
not one coal more then is: meet. and uſeful for the. works 
He uſeth his skill to make it melt down, and becone fit for 
his Mold , he humbleth his people, and reforms them b 
their tryals, puts a virtue into them, or gives a bleſſing wi 
them, whereby dcRually.and powerfully their. correRions 
become inſtruQions to them, and they are made the.better 
by them: yea they are fited and prepared to be taken out of 
the furnace again, and be veſſels of honour, imployed in the 
ſcryice of cheir Lord and Maſter. 


From liencetherefore we may be direQed. both how and 
whart topray at this day in the behalf of the. Perſecuted 
Churchof. Chriſt abroad inthe World, - © - 
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1. Howto pray for them,” #. e. in Faith s when 2 Wy 
ſeems ſtrange to vs, it ſtirs up unbelief : when mon cannorecll 
what to make of theſe proyidences which are in their view, 
they know not how to believes they know not where ro fx 
their faith : but when a child 6f | God ſees the evidence .of 
things, he bath now thereaſon of' his cor6dence before him, 
2. Whattopray: it will teach usnotto over haſten Gad 
tm his work, but ro-feave him to his leiſure, who in: infinite 
wiſdome knows what he hath to'do: when the ficry tryai 
looks ſtrange, alf we can think of, is the removal and waking 
of it away, aid we cannot tell how-to pray to Gad for any 
thing elſe, becauſe we eanfee no good in the affliction ; bur 
when weare acquainted with the author, nature, and ng of 
all theſe tryals, it will dire us fiſt of all ro pray that Gad 
would ſane it for the cleanſing of bis Churches ; that: he 
would purifi! fonsof Levi and reform the Proreſtant Pro- 
feſhon in the World: the Church moſt of all needs our 
Prayers-at this dzy,6n this account z and chen we may wait 
upo:a Go1 for their deliverance. | 
2. \|t may adviſes not tochink it a ſtrange or unlikely 
rhing, tha: we ourſelves maybe brovght under the fi ry rryal, 
I am ſufe there are many awful ſymprotnes of ir, and mare 
frotn time to time : yea we are likeiy enough to pull it down 
upon our own heads by our fooliſh dvyifions, and ſtrange in- 
diſcretions : and ready enough we{/re+to cenſure and charge 
'one anvtherinthis kind ; but thete'is an Higher hand moving 
all theſe leſſer wheels : "and if we wolttd our aright, the 
thing whichſlieuld moſtly aw and afeR: us is this, rhat we 
are become degenerate, we have backflidden and gone afide 
from God, we haye loſt our firſt love, w2 are grown dirty 
-and Qroffic; obſtinare andhhard-heanted, und owilling to be 
rethimed : if: thetefore God ſhould withdraw from: us, and 
leaye our publick affairs ro miſcarry in-our hands, 'Þwould ſay 
 itjs of the Lord, that be might fulfil the words of his Mini- 
'ſters, that told and warned th oF dayes of great calamity ap- 
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aching z becauſe we would not hear them, arid return to 
ak 60d: andict alt fuch as fexr God ponderof theſe ehingyx 
look far,and {ce abundant reaſon to'expe& a winnow 
a.time of 'burping, a day of great tryal, that when it comes, 
you way: not be taken at unam ires, or( judging i a ſtrange 
thing » be ſurprized with undue terrors and frights —_ may 
wich At ra .and .patience- (ubmit to- the; work of Godin 
it : -fo ſhall you cngure the-tryal, and not be burnt up, as 
ehaffc and drofſe, by ir, bur be by ry out of it again-qith - 
joy! and glory. gs inaſmuch 831 hal be coronmedDIGOER - 
filing pot c ſufferings of 'Chriſt,' and ſhall contribute - 
_ very much to che campleating and calargement.of yaur - 


excrnal joys... 


"tk  FRIENDEY "READER. 
*He deſvlating Juilgemebts dy ater and Fire, with which God 
+&- hath, and intends to cleanſe the World ; arc in Scripture 
he tegecher, asd made to illuſirace each other. Wherefore 
be not offended at the remaining Page, as if its ſervice were unſca- 
fonable, and out of place, whenas it relates (as well as it cn) 
what the Eazerts report concerning the terrible /INUND ATION 
that the Low-Canniryes fately fmarred under ; and which was loo- 
ked gpon as 6ne &whul'conſequentfof rhe late formidable S/azing 
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the latter.end of Janmery laft, there having been for ma- 

Wpach Reig, and a violent. Storm, ſundry of the Unjred 
ne Tony l, aan Anred felt oy dire- 

| of : For the Sea” with wenderfol- imperuofity broke 
or the Banks. awhich the ſe-Low- Comnrits are defen- 
ded with, untothe unexpreſſible Diſtreſs and Amazement-of! the 
. Johabitants. Many Villages wer« reduced to b- w' olly unter wa- 


$54 "Ter: even ingreat Cicies the Waters ore flowed thei: Strects, and 


were divers foot higher tian has been for merly known; ſo thar 
| Foats paſſed to and fro, where men were wont to alk. Per'ons 
were 2ITi r—-Houſes; and ge into their vpper 
Rooms; yea (in ſome places ) to the tops of tlieir Houſes, where 
(tis ſaid ) ſme were ſamiſhed to death. 11 ſome Chirches the 
Water was above cight for higghy, and Corps-were taken ont of 
their Graves, and &t- icd tay thfrewith. Hundreds of dead bo- 
dics were ſcendaily ating down the River, to Antwe p, 
es Fortificativns were {poi'ed, and ftrong Walls beaten 

"IT *be- | 
cd; and ſome nev:r. The |: ſe> of one City have "cen judge 
amount to ſome Millions. The fufferings of Merchants canr ot be 
related. Innumerable Cattel were deftrozed. Some great Mens 
Eftates were laid wholly under water : Noble and W-alth+ Fami- 
lies are brought to Poverty. If we are not misinformed, above 
fourſcore Lands and Polders have been over whelmed. And the 
Dwtch have loſt more by this Flood, than by all their late grievouſly 
expenſive Wars, - And (which is more tremendous) a vaſt 
nur;ber of People have lot their lives. In ſoine \flands, moft of 
the Inhabitants; and in one Polder ng leſs than a thouſand have 
been drowned. Jn oneLand where abour a thouſand dwelt ; but 
one( like a 7ob'; Meſſenger) eſcaped Death. Yea tis generally 
on that ncar twenty thouſand periſhed by this overflowing 

cou”ge. 


